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Filed for intro on  05/17/1999

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 403
By  Womack

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Dr. Jane Walters,
Commissioner of Education, for her meritorious
service to the State of Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the elected representatives of the state of Tennessee

should pause to pay tribute to those exemplary citizens who have given unselfishly of

themselves, their time, and their talents to perpetuate the public good; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Jane Walters is one such remarkable public servant who is deserving

of the special commendation of this body; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Walters will leave her position as the 21st Commissioner of Education

of the State of Tennessee on June 30, 1999, thus having been the only female Commissioner

of Education in state history to date; and

WHEREAS, she was born on September 1, 1934, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to

Velma and Arthur C. Walters, who, upon recognizing the error of their location, relocated Jane

and her brother, Arthur, to the great State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, her career choice was foreseen by her exceptional academic record at

Snowden Elementary and Memphis Central High School, where she was selected as President

of the Latin Club, a member of the Honor Society, and ranked first in her class; and
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WHEREAS, she was awarded a Bachelor of Music at Rhodes College in June of 1956

and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in August of 1956 from Rhodes College; she received

her Masters in Counseling from the University of Memphis in August of 1961 and obtained her

Doctorate in School Administration from Duke University; and

WHEREAS, in 1956, Dr. Walters embarked upon a remarkable 39-year career in the

Memphis City School System, under the tutelage of Lottye K. McCall, as a teacher of math and

guidance counselor at Messick High School in Memphis; and

WHEREAS, in 1968-1969, she was selected to serve as an administrative intern in the

Memphis City School System, and upon returning to Messick High School in 1969, was named

assistant principal, a position she held until 1971; and

WHEREAS, in 1971, Dr. Walters was named assistant director for computer services at

the central office of the Memphis City Schools; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure in the central office, the turmoil of the late 60s and early

70s was brought to bear on the Memphis City School System with student unrest and court-

ordered busing for integration; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Walters proved her mettle during these trying times by taking a

leadership position in the challenge of rezoning school boundaries to meet court-ordered

desegregation requirements, and she brought innovation to the schools by developing student

and master school schedules by computer; and

WHEREAS, her vast knowledge and expertise resulted in her being named principal of

Craigmont Junior High School in 1974 and, in 1979, rather than an additional principal being

named to serve the high school grades, she became the sole principal of Craigmont

Junior/Senior High School, grades 7 through 12; and

WHEREAS, during Dr. Walters' distinguished tenure at Craigmont, she guided the

school to its finest endeavors to date: winning School of the Year; being chosen by the U.S.

Department of Education as one of the Blue Ribbon Schools; establishing the optional
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program for International Studies; and expanding the foreign language offerings at Craigmont

to include many languages never before taught in Memphis public schools; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Walters has also contributed to the community at large in Memphis, as

evidenced by her membership in and advocacy of a wide range of organizations, including the

National Conference of Christians and Jews, the World Affairs Council, the American Cancer

Society, the Memphis Council for International Visitors, Senior Citizens Services Advisory

Board, and Goals for Memphis; and

WHEREAS, her tremendous love of the arts has led to her involvement with the

Memphis Youth Symphony, Opera Memphis, the Tennessee Arts Academy, and the

Committee for National Standards for Teachers of Arts; and

WHEREAS, her spiritual guidance and unwavering faith is attested to by her long-

standing membership at Evergreen Presbyterian Church, where she serves as an elder; and

WHEREAS, others have recognized the exemplary contributions and accomplishments

of Dr. Walters by bestowing upon her the following awards: Memphis Education Association

Principal of the Year; National Conference of Christians and Jews Community Service Award

for Education; University of Memphis Educator of the Year; recipient of the first Horatio Alger

Association National Educator Award; Rhodes College Honorary Doctor of Humanities;

Memphis Rotary Club High School Principal of the Year; World Affairs Council of Memphis

Betty Goff Cartwright Award; National Conference of Christians and Jews Humanitarian

Award; and she was one of the first inductees into the Memphis City Schools Education Hall of

Fame; and

WHEREAS, as Commissioner of Education, Dr. Walters has been responsible for over

900,000 students in K-12 public education and over 50,000 teachers; and

WHEREAS, with her support, the Tennessee General Assembly stood tall and kept its

promise to fully fund the Basic Education Program, which added over one million new dollars

to public education; and
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WHEREAS, while Commissioner of Education, she was chosen by the Chief State

School Officers to be the spokesperson to President Bill Clinton and Vice-President Al Gore

about states’ needs in technology; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Walters was the driving force in making the State of Tennessee the

first state to connect all of its public schools to the Internet, and Tennessee also became the

first state to offer Internet filtering to all of its schools under her guidance; and

WHEREAS, during her tenure as Commissioner of Education, the journey to make the

student assessment programs and teacher evaluation process valuable to new teachers in

helping students to learn was begun and is now well on its way to making Tennessee a

national leader in education reform; and

WHEREAS, she made vital education information available to every citizen by

publishing the Tennessee Report Card on the Internet; and

WHEREAS, even though there were times during her tenure as Commissioner of

Education that she wondered if, “Forsan et haec olim meminisse iuvabit.” (The Aenid, Book I,

Line 203), she continued to march through Tennessee, stamping out ignorance and spreading

culture while fighting for the children and teachers of Tennessee’s public education system;

and

WHEREAS, by making herself available to everyone from the smallest of children, to

teachers, parents, and legislators across this state, she has helped bridge the gap between

those in legislative and administrative bodies; and

WHEREAS, her straightforward and honest answers are always based upon the

perspective of the children, and not on politics, as she has striven to Take Tennessee To The

Top from the urban schools of Memphis to the rural classrooms of Ten Mile; and

WHEREAS, she is loved and respected by those whose lives she has touched,

including her nieces, Elizabeth and Barbara, their husbands, Lane and Keith, and her great-

nephews, Nicholas, Evan, and John, and the Princess; and
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WHEREAS, she is respected by the thousands of teachers she has mentored and the

tens of thousands of students from three generations she has directly affected; and

WHEREAS, she is the perfect example of a person totally committed to the betterment

of all children and all people and the highest ideals of public service and should be specially

recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIRST

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and commend Dr. Jane Walters

for her meritorious service as Commissioner of Education for the State of Tennessee,

extending to her our heartfelt thanks for her service to the children, teachers, and

administrators of the public schools of this state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That five appropriate copies of this resolution be

prepared for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


